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DPD 5800-59
26 August 1959

|
MEMORANDUM FOR: Acting Chief, DPD g
124 2
THROUGH: DPD/ACOPS ) G{ n®
.‘./b'\/ /‘ r'\‘\ < ’ )
SUBJECT: PaV-1 /J g q;,\‘)
Ears ) J
L.

In response Lo your request, the following information regard-

ing utilization and deployment of the ZI based PAV-T type alrcraft has
’;mn collected and is herewith submitted for your consideration.

Recom~-
mendations are contained in parazgraphs Z. and 3. Of this memorandum.

#. Beaquirements:

{1} ELINT: The only area which demands the highest
priarity for ELINT collection activities is the Soviet Union/
Laviet Satellite Block,

{2) Photography: A higher level of priority than that
for ELINT collection existe for photographic coverage of
the Soviet Univa/Soviet Satellite Block.

b. Probability of Utilisation:

{l1) ELINT and Photographic:

{sn) Although high priorities exist for ELINT and
photographic collection within the Soviet Unlon/Soviet
Block, it i» unlikely that the P2V-T is the vehicle that
waould be smployed to satisfy the requirement., This
conclusion is based on the following facts:
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L. A coatlnalng prograrm such as‘
could not be effected without detection,

Z. Une shot, widely spaced ELINT missions
would be, in ail probabllity, successful against the
highest priority targsets, but would not provide
continuvity to maintain current orders of battle and,
if detected would jeopardize other more advanced
methods of overflight collection.

3. Uther methods of collection (Project
CHALICE) have been and continue to be highly
successful and more productive, especlally in the
photographic fleld. Thus far, detaction of these
methods has not instigated sigaificant publicized
protest,

{b) Although no requirement preseatly exists,
photographic aad ELINT collection utilizing the #2V-7
in other areas {Western Hemisphere, Middle East/
Near East, Airica) is possible and would prove success-
ful.

50X1

<. Fhysical Vulnerability:

{1} The latest studles {conducted during the winter
1957-1758) by OS5l and FI Staffs of the Sgeacy, and the USAF
indlcate the P2ZV-7 would be able to penetrate any dsfense
complex If utilizing tactlics of low level flights under nlght
IFR of dark of the moon conditions. It was estimated that
this capabliity would remain in effect through 1961,

4, Buration of Utlilzstion:

{1} The duratlon of utilizztion in its primary collection
configuration (ELINT) s unknown at thlis writing and can be
determined oaly by a detalled study conducted by interested
members of the Intelligence commaunity.
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{2) The alrcraft can be utilized in its secondary
{photography) and tertiary (paramilitary) roles for a length
of time limited only be deterioration of the airframe.

e, Gost Fattcrn:

{1) The expense involved in maintaining one PZV.7
alreraft within the ZI Unit {s estimated to be approximately
$590, 060 per year.

{2} To position the aircraft in the Far Ezst with the
remainder of the P2V-7 flset, would incur an added expenss
of $92, 500 I the W
system is retained in the
aircraft an additional expense for technical representativss
would amount to an estimated $50, 000,

{3) Ii the PZV-7 {s placed on bailmeut to the U, 5.
Navy, certain skilled techniclans will havse to be retalned
at SAgency sxpense o lasure the alrcraff can be returned to
an ELINT collection configuration in a reasonable length of
time.

f. Crew Proficiency:

{1} If the aircraft is placed on loan to the Navy or sent
to the Fur East, there is uao means whareby ELINT operators
presently la Agency employ can malatala adequate proficlieacy.
Z. In view of the above, it ie recommended that membars of the
intelligence community make a detalied stady to include but not be
restricted to the following:
&. FHReview and re-evaluation of requirements.

b. Dased upon re-svaluated requirements, the type of
capability to be malntained.

c. Sultabllity of the PZV-7 to fulfill the capability.

d. Available substitutes for the PZ2V-7 or recommendad
modernigation of current collections systen:s and methods.
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3., Further recommendations are as follows:

7. Untll such a review as outllned above is completed a
capability should be maintalned. I the requiremsent exista to
maintain a capabilily in 3 mananer to insure the most rapid
reaction time with the highest degree of proficlency, the aircrait
should be based in the ZI unit with the resultant high cost. I,
on the basls of improbability of utilization, high cost of retention
af one sircraft to » single unit, and existance of other aysiems, |
the requirement is considered io be of a lewser degree, the air- |
craft should be placed either in the Far East or on loan to the

Navy. |

- 50X1
Chief, Alr Section, DPD |

PPD/AS/ 50X1
Distribution: _ ]
Orig. & 1 - addressee 1
1 - DPB/RI
2 - DPD/AS |
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